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Jeffrey H. Lerman, Esq. Lerman Law Partners, LLP

Jeffrey H. Lerman, Esq.Jeffrey H. Lerman, Esq.

• Featured expert—TV, radio, newspapers

• President, Marin County Bar Ass’n. (fmr)

• “The Real Estate Investor’s Lawyer TM”
• Highest  peer rating for professional excellence 

(Martindale-Hubbell Rated AV® Preeminent™ 5.0 out of  5) 

• Chair, CA Bar Real Estate Litigation Section (fmr)

• Chair, MCBA Real Property Section (fmr)

• General Counsel, 2 RE syndication companies

• 30 yrs experience

• Real estate investor

• Real estate broker
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•CHeaper
•Easier
•Faster
•Safer
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plaintiff tripped 
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Jeffrey H. Lerman, Esq. Lerman Law Partners, LLP

The Problem The Problem 

• to be injured in a car accident• to be injured in a car accident
You’re more likely to be sued than:You’re more likely to be sued than:
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Jeffrey H. Lerman, Esq. Lerman Law Partners, LLP

The Problem The Problem 

• to lose your home in a fire• to lose your home in a fire
You’re more likely to be sued than:You’re more likely to be sued than:

Jeffrey H. Lerman, Esq. Lerman Law Partners, LLP

The ProblemThe Problem

• “California is the most litigious state 
in the most lawsuit-crazy country in 
the world. More than 1.5 million civil 
suits are filed in California every 
year…”

• “California is the most litigious state 
in the most lawsuit-crazy country in 
the world. More than 1.5 million civil 
suits are filed in California every 
year…”

TIME MAGAZINE, 11/4/96, “Litigation Valley”

Jeffrey H. Lerman, Esq. Lerman Law Partners, LLP

The ProblemThe Problem

• As a property owner, you walk 
around with a bull's-eye on your back

• As a property owner, you walk 
around with a bull's-eye on your back
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You Have Double ExposureYou Have Double Exposure
You must guard your personal assets from 
claims arising from your RE investments

Jeffrey H. Lerman, Esq. Lerman Law Partners, LLP

You Have Double ExposureYou Have Double Exposure
You must guard your RE assets from claims 
arising from your other activities

Jeffrey H. Lerman, Esq.Lerman Law Partners, LLP

You Must Change Your Thinking 
About Asset Protection

You Must Change Your Thinking 
About Asset Protection
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You Must Change Your 
Thinking About Asset 

Protection

The ProblemThe Problem

� It is a vaccine ,          
not a cure

� UFTA

� Ultimate
� Financial
� Tragedy
� ASAP

� Ultimate
� Financial
� Tragedy
� ASAP

Jeffrey H. Lerman, Esq.Lerman Law Partners, LLP

Insurance:
A False / Partial Solution

Insurance:
A False / Partial Solution
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Jeffrey H. Lerman, Esq. Lerman Law Partners, LLP

Your Insurance “Coverage”Your Insurance “Coverage”

Jeffrey H. Lerman, Esq. Lerman Law Partners, LLP

The SolutionThe Solution

Create, implement and properly 
maintain the wealth protection 

strategy that is 
RIGHT FOR YOU

Create, implement and properly 
maintain the wealth protection 

strategy that is 
RIGHT FOR YOU

Jeffrey H. Lerman, Esq.Lerman Law Partners, LLP

3 Simple Steps to Start 
Protecting Your Assets NOW

3 Simple Steps to Start 
Protecting Your Assets NOW

1. Appear broke
2. Create an estate plan 
3. Entities to hold title

1. Appear broke
2. Create an estate plan 
3. Entities to hold title
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Profits
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Safety
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Growth
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Time
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Fun
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Connection
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Accountability
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Profits
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Most Common JV DisputesMost Common JV Disputes

�� Breach of fiduciary duties (good faith, care, Breach of fiduciary duties (good faith, care, 
loyalty)loyalty)

�� Whether partner has fulfilled promised Whether partner has fulfilled promised 
commitments of time or effortcommitments of time or effort

�� ExpulsionExpulsion
�� BuyBuy--out amountsout amounts
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Most Common JV Most Common JV DisputesDisputes

�� Profit/loss allocation and distributionsProfit/loss allocation and distributions
�� Admitting new partnersAdmitting new partners

�� ReRe--allocations due to changed allocations due to changed 
circumstancescircumstances

�� Unauthorized actsUnauthorized acts

Just A Few Of the MANY
Important Issues To Discuss:

•Who’s contributing what?
•Who will handle what?
•Who controls what?
•What if more $$ is needed?
•How will profits/losses be split?
•Exit strategies
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